














the first Mexican artist, male or female, to
have a painting (“The Frame”) purchased by
and exhibited atThe Louvre in Paris, France.
She has stood the test of time and enjoys a
cult following, thanks to the many paintings
she left this world.

At the end of her life she is said to have
been addicted to pain killers and alcohol.
She eventually had to have a foot ampu-
tated. Frida’s own words say best the way
her courageous spirit dealt with this blow:
“Feet - what do | need them for when [ have
wings to fly?” She spent the rest of her
days in a wheeichair, but continued to paint.
When she was too ill to be mobile, she used
a special easel that enable her to paint
while lying down in her bed. She took spe-
cial comfort in being with Diego and other
family members during her final days. Her

last painting was titled, and carried the in-
scription, “Viva LaVida” (Long Live Life).
Frida left many precious pieces of herself to
the world and | am especially grateful to this
corageous woman for doing her own thing
when nobody else was doing it (nobody has
since either). She is truly an inspiration to
me. | wanted to list a few of my favorite
Kahlo’s, but the list just got too long. It is
so difficult to like one more than the other
because they are all so wonderfully unique.

| have been fortunate enough to see seven
of her paintings in person and have travelled
as far away as Paris to see “The Frame.” It
was moved fromThe Louvre to the Museum of
Modem Art in Paris which is where | went to see it,
only to find it had once again been moved (maybe
it was out on loan?). Nobody there seemed to
have any information on where it was. Has any-
one out there seen it lately.

In closing | would like to invite the reader to
enjoy Frida’s art on a more personal level.
There are several pictorial books out on her
work, one being Brush of Anquish, by
Martha Zamora. Hayden Hererra has writ-
ten two books titled Frida Kahlo, The Paint-
ings, and Frida: A Biography of Frida Kahlo,
the later being a comprehensive look at
Frida’s life and triumphs, which was a tre-
mendous joy to read. She was a remark-
able artist and human being. Her works are
testament to that. 88

The only thing I know is that | paint because
| need to, and | paint always whatever

passes through my head, without any other
consideration. —Frida Kahlo
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MEMBERSHIP
RENEWELS

For many of you it’s time to renew your
membership. On the mailing label to the far
right of your name is a number, if that num-
ber is 4, then it’s time. Renewal is $15.00
USA, $18.00 Canada, and $25.00 in all
other countries, payable to Tori Amos Fan
Club in US dollars.This will get you the next
four issues and any other mailings in
between.

The length a membership runs can
vary. If you started with us at the very
beginning, it’s been about 15 months.
If when you joined you requested that
back issues be sent (not purchased
separately) to bring you current, then
you will be a little shy of a year. Many
of you joined just after Under The
Pink came out, and this is the first is-
sue you are receiving. We ran out of
issue number three within weeks of the new
album being released. We were going to
print more so new members would not be
left waiting so long, but the owners of the

printing company had a baby and closed the
doors on the business for an unspecified
time (still closed today).This really caught us
off guard because they had all of the origi-
nal plates and drawings for issue three, so
we could not print more. This also delayed
this issue quite a bit because we were left
having to re-bid everything, and work out a
schedule with a new company.Thank you for
your patience in waiting for this issue.

To tun what seemed like a disaster into a
positive thing, our new printing company
offers us the ability to improve Upside Down
considerably. We have a full-color cover
planned for our next issue. This issue is, and
all future issues will be printed on recycled
paper. Many things have changed since is-
sue number one, and we will continue to
make improvements. Thank you for all of
your kind words about our previous issues,
and stick with us now, because it’s only get-
ting better.

BY POPULAR
DEMAND

The fan club has received hundreds of re-
quests about purchasing merchandise and
other assorted items. We have now made
arrangements with Tori to offer import CDs
and vinyl, songbooks, the Little Earth-
quakes video, and Under the Pink tour
merchandise (in cities whereTori has already
performed this year). We are in the process
of receiving this merchandise now, and will
be offering it to members shortly after you
receive this issue.

INFORMATION
HOTLINE

Any profit from sales of Tori merchandise will
be put into the fan club treasury and will be
used to fund improvements in the fan club
and Upside Down. In addition to a color
cover, we are looking into doing a color cen-
ter spread and unique inserts in future is-
sues. We are also hoping to turn the fan club
hotline into an 800 number, so members
will not entail a toll charge to get informa-
tion onTori, tour dates, TV performances,
















the songs: Flying Dutchman /Crucify / Icicle
/ Precious Things / Happy Phantom / Pretty
Good Year / God / Silent All These Years /
Past The Mission / Leather/ The Waitress /
Over It / Smells Like Teen Spirit / Me & A
Gun.Tori’s first encore was Comflake Girl
and A Case Of You.The second, was Winter
and Cloud On My Tongue. It was phenom-
enal to hear some B-sides as well as the
expected album tracks. The sound was
great, the lights were great, everything had
come together. Playing with a taped backing
track to God and Comflake Girl,Tori apolo-
gized unnecessarily. This was a different Tori
than | had seen two times previously. In-
stead of the piano bench gyrations of the
past, Tori treated the piano like an old
friend, getting very close to it, putting her
face down to the keys and being almost
gentle to the 88 keys that have helped bring
her to this place—at this time. We all loved
the show, especially Rob who had never
seen Tori before. Tori is the only person |
know who has the ability to make every per-
son in the audience feel as if she is playing
and singing just to them. After the show,
Tom went to find Tori only to return with the
disappointing news that she had been up ’til
5 a.m. after the Seattle show the night be-
fore, and was leaving immediately to get
some sleep. We went back to the hotel,
abused room service for the rest of the
night, made lots of phone calls and went to
sleep.

Tuesday, March 22

Got up at the crack of 11 a.m. and headed
south back to LA. We were running late al-
ready so we skipped the scenic route and
headed down 101 towards Interstate 5, the
straightest and fastest way back to LA. We
got to Wadsworth Theater and joined the line
to get in. After a stop at the t-shirt stand to
stock up on shirts and other assorted Tori
paraphernalia, we found our seats.The
lights are out,Tori enters and begins with
Sugar (I'm really enjoying hearing these B-
sides, especially since I've never heard these
songs performed live before), basically the
same setup as the night before except to-
night, Tori is playing her seven foot

Bosendorfer piano. In San Francisco she
played her nine foot piano, the same one
she used on theTonight Show several weeks
earlier.There are a total of three pianos, two
seven footers and the nine footer that leap-
frog each other asTori tours. While she was
playing in LA, the other seven footer was
already on it’s way to Chicago forThursday
night’s show. After the LA

show, that piano went to
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show and so on. Here’s the
LA set-list : Sugar / Crucify
/ Icicle / PreciousThings /
Happy Phantom / Pretty
Good Year / God / Silent
All These Years / Past The
Mission / Leather / The
Waitress / NewShoes /
Smells Like Teen Spirit /
Me And A Gun / Baker
Baker.The first encore for
tonight’s show was
Comflake Girl and Winter. The second, All
The Girls Hate Her, China and Cloud On My
Tongue.Tori was more “up” tonight than the
night before, maybe it was the crowd. | was
overjoyed to finally hear Baker Baker, my
personal favorite from Under the Pink. Tori
literally radiates a new self confidence that
wasn’t there just two short years ago. | first
saw Tori play in a small club in Chicago in
April of ‘92, in front of about 60 people, and
| spent that whole show not quite believing
what | was seeing.Tori doesn’t have to hide
anymore behind the weirdness label that the
press has stuck her with. She’s a star now
and can call her own shots at last. After the
show Irena, Michelle and | headed out to
get something to eat. Irena then took me to
see the lights of LA from the top of Palos
Verdes.

Thursday, March 24

Got up at 6 a.m., caught my flight and slept
all the way home. Amived in Chicago at
about 4 p.m. and had to rush to meet my
friend Traci who was flying in from Milwau-
kee to go to the show with me. After the
warmth of Califomia it was difficult to wear
a jacket again, but it was rather cold.Tori

was playing at theVicTheater, about 1200
seats. Our seats were actually very good,
dead center looking right down on the
stage.The stage set-up was quite different
from the oneTori used in California. Gone
were the hi-tech remote control lights and

in their place were the everyday spotlights
you’ve seen at every show you've ever been
to, except Pink Floyd.Tori
was also using the smaller
piano, but no one seemed
to mind. We were actually
quite late by this time and
Bill Miller was just finish-
ing up his set. After what
seemed a very short time,
Tori came out, lit in purple,
to the strains of Rawhide
once again and | couldn’t
wait to see what she'd pull
out of her little bag of B-
sides to open the show
with. After opening with
Flying Dutchman in San Francisco and
Sugarin Los Angeles,Tom had been sorry
that she hadn’t played Upside Down in Cali-
fomia and as fate would have it, Upside
Down was opening the show - Tom would
love it ! Too bad he’s still in Los Angeles! The
set list was pretty much the same as the two
previous shows butTori didn’t play Cornflake
Girl, instead she started off the first encore
with Flying Dutchman; that’s OK with me -
who knows if we’ll ever hear the B-sides
live again. Also included in the 2nd encore
was Song For Eric, which she hadn’t played
previously.The lucky few who had tick-

ets to this show got more than their 11
money’s worth. In spite of the bare

bones stage equipment, Tori was mag-
nificent. This crowd was much more
enthusiastic than the California crowds
were and Tori responded in kind. |

think this was the best show of the

three that | had seen that week.Tori

was clearly having as good a time as

the crowd. After the show we hung

around to see if she was meeting

people and were rewarded for waiting. Be-
ing the first two people in the dressing
room, Traci and | were able to talk to Tori for































hen someone hears the word
E ( "‘witch”, they can imagine one
of a number of things. The

most common assumption is that of the
green-skinned hag, wearing all black and a
huge conical hat, riding her broom with her
black cat. According to history, witches
were mythical beings, appearing only as a
costume on a small child for Halloween.
According to conventional religion .e.,
Christianity, Catholicism, Judaism, etc.),
witches are Satanists who sacrifice small
children and animals on Halloween. Both of
these images have been placed in the social
mind under false pretenses. To speak hon-
estly, the world has been led astray from the
truth of the matter. A witch is a healer, a
lover of nature, an alternator of energy.

Throughout all time witches have been, <=
and are, people, many times peasants,
(pagani in Latin, where we get the word
pagan) who celebrated the cycle of the
year, the patterns of planting their crops and
Earth’s fertilization of their sown seeds.
They would celebrate the year, consisting of
the Equinoxes, Solstices, and Esbats (full
moons) which signified various points in the
farmer’s life. Spring Equinox, or Eostre,
around March 21st, is the time for planting
and the celebrating of the coming of Spring.
Summer Solstice, or Beltane, around May
1st, is the celebration of fertility of the Earth
and the woman. Lughnasad, around Au-
gust 1st, is the harvesting time when the
crops are taken and storing for the winter
would begin. Samhain (SO-wain), on the
well-known Halloween, is the celebration of
the coming of winter, the thinnest barrier
between light and dark, a time for happi-
ness. These various holidays form what’s
called the Wheel of theYear. This was a con-
stant process that was practiced since the
dawn of time.

In the 15th Century, bounty hunters and
fortune seekers roamed Europe, searching
for a way to make some gold. They came
up with a horrid idea that would lead to a
holocaust of their time. It was an early
genocide which ended up killing over 9 mil-
lion men and women. This was the time of
the Spanish Inquisition, the Buning Times,
the Witch Hunts. Followers of the ‘Old Reli-
gion’ were sought out, tried, tortured, and

Y

eventually murdered in the name of Chris-
tianity, on the sole accusation of ‘Satanic
practices.” Money was made by scribes be-
ing paid to record the deaths, jailers to keep
the witches, judges to try them, and coro-
ners to dispose of the bodies afterward. The
funds needed to pay all these workers was
taken from whatever the ‘witch’ owned,
therefore making these Witch Hunts a profit-
able business. This process lead to the
eventual near-obliteration of a fabulous reli-

A

- Irena Pereina

gion that graces the hills of Europe with its
love of nature and reverence of natural pro-
cesses. The ones who continue the legacy of
this great time and belief are now known as
Wiccans.

AWiccan is one who practices the religion of
Wicca, or more fondly known as ‘The Craft.

It is a nature-based religion that follows
very similar lines as the ancient religion it
follows. Wiccans believe not in the overly
augmented patriarchal God, but in a God-
dess, personified as the Earth or the forces
of Nature, accompanied by her Consort, the
Sky or Sun.

There are various types of Wiccans. Some
base their beliefs around Roman or Greek
gods, while others prefer those of the Celts
or the Norse. Many times, a Wiccan will
search through many myths and name her
or his Goddess, or God, if they so wish it,
according to the myth they see more fitting.

*’ Witches of today are charged with the task

of pushing the Wheel of the Year by cel-
ebrating certain aspects of the God-
dess and God. Major seasonal cel-

ebrations are called sabbats while the ritu-
als on the phases of the moon, such as the
new and full moon, are called esbats. There
are a total of 8 major holidays, which
unsurprisingly enough, are nearly on top of
Christian holidays. When Christians moved
from ltaly into Old Europe, they took the
followers of the old ways to trial, forcing the
people to accept this brutal religion. As an
example of similar holiday dates, take a
look at Christmas, the celebration of the
birth of Jesus Christ. As history and records
will tell you, Jesus of Nazareth was born
some time in April, but since the ‘pagans’
celebratedYule, on December 21st on the
solar calendar and the 25th on the lunar,
the Christians found it hard convincing the
villagers to accept their April holiday. Feel-
ing complacent, the Christian church
instilled Christmas in December. A
similar story goes for Easter (called
Eostre by Wiccans) and other such
holidays.

21

Many of today’s witches practice their
beloved religion behind the walls of

houses, hidden from view by those

who would look down upon them.

They are constantly ridiculed for their
beliefs by being called Satanists, hea-
thens, pagans. Still, through all the suffer-
ing they have to endure, witches retain their
dignity and hope that someday their religion
will be accepted and not shunned as it is
today. ®
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59

Did the “Y Kan’tTori Read” band
ever perform live?

One time. | remember that | wore a
black cape at the show.

Have you seen Neil Gaiman lately,
and how did you meet?

Don’t ask me how, but we ran into
each other in Sweden. Neil gave me
a wizard and a wizards license
there Yoy know you must have a

if you are going to carry a
wizard. | carry my license with me
everywhere | go, and my wizard
hide< in my piano at night. Anyway,
Ne  5in Sweden with Alice Coo-
pe.. ... wrote the story for Alice’s
new album coming out. | only saw
Alice for a few minutes before Neil
and | went out singing Big Spender
in the streets of Sweden. As for how
we first met, Neil and | disagree on
this. My story is that Rantz (close
friend of Tori’s from way back) gave
Neil the 5 song demo of what later
would become Little Earthquakes at
a comic book signing in San Diego.
Neil says he wrote me a letter, and
that | called him from London. | say
he called me, and | don’t remember
any letter. In that phone call, Neil
says he told me that | should put an
album out, and he thought it would
be a huge success. | say | told him,
in that conversation, that | had a
record deal, and my album would
be coming out soon. Which ever
story you want to believe is fine,
mine is better. Neil and | have been
friends ever since.

'.

* Did you perform at the “Visionary

b4 Awards Banquet” in Washington,

D.C2?

Yes, | came on towards the end of
the banquet.The audience was a bit

0

restless and noisy. | didn’t think they
would sit still for a whole song, so |
sang a couple of verses from “Me
and a Gun.” | decided to do this,
rather than a speech, as there had
been a number of speakers prior to
me.

* Did it bother you to work with rats

e in the God video?

[

Not really--until they were crawling
on me. | remember laying there
thinking “ can’t believe I'm doing
this.”The rats were getting cold and
shaking in my hands.You get very
maternal about it though, so | really
didn’t have a problem with them. |
did find out very quickly that you
need to wash up good after handling
rats and before you start handling
snakes.The snakes didn’t bother me
either, except at first when they
sensed the rats which had been on
me, it was like a lunch call. Spiders
would be a totally different story.You
know, the kind with the hairy legs...
no way.

" @ ' What other artists have influenced
B YOU as a pianist?

Basquat. He was big in the early
"80s, but dead now. Salvador Dali

too, maybe more so. | love Dali. (I
could tell thatTori did not under-
stand that the writer was asking

about musical artists, so | rephrased
the question to pertain to music. -
Tom] My answer is the same. On
Under The Pink | was more influ-
enced by painters, than other musi-
cal artists. Basquiet was a pianist
too, and Dali liked to drop Grand
Pianos from the sky.

What happened to Peeping Tommy
(a b-sideTori recorded)?

He’s locked away in the vault. Not
forever, but for now.

Who is Maryanne, mentioned in
“Sister lanet?”

Maryanne Curtis is a girl | went to
school with in junior high. She was
the kind of person everyone adored,
she was just magical. | had written
a song about her years ago which |
used to play in the bars sometimes.
It never went any further than being
performed, | didn’t record it. Since
then | have always wanted to have
Maryanne in a song. She died from
a drug overdose when she was 15.
It is not known, but 1 don’t believe it
was a suicide. | think she took the
wrong things together. She is very
special to me, and comes to visit in
my songs sometimes.

In the Little Earthquakes compila-
tion video, you said, “Monsters are
the best, you have to fight for your
right to have a monster.”What do

you mean by this?
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Please send dll correspondence, con .

submissions and membership requests fo:

Tori Amos Fan Club

Post Office Box 8456

Clearwater, Forida 34618

Fax/Hotline: (813) ¥61-2922




